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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a final office action upon examination of application number 10/731418. 
Claims 3-5 cancelled. Claims 1, 2, 6-27 are pending and have been examined on the merits 
discussed below. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, with respect to previous rejections under 35 USC 101 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-12 under 35 USC 101 have been 
withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments directed to previous rejections of claim 1 (and subsequent claims 
13 and 20 are not persuasive. Examiner asserts that a forecast snapshot and the forecast that is 
created in the cited reference are one in the same. When a forecast is created at a specific point 
in time, it is viewed as a snapshot or quick view of something a moment in time. Since the 
forecasts of the cited reference are created based on information available, i.e., weekly forecast 
over opportunities for a particular region, the forecast is a snapshot of the weekly opportunities. 
Prior rejection upheld. 

4. Regarding the inclusion of opportunity information, Examiner points to paragraphs 54 
and 55 wherein it states that forecasts are defined and created based on inputs including 
opportunities. Therefore, the created forecasts included opportunity information. Rejections 
have been modified to address this newly added limitation. 

5 . With respect to arguments that Amerasinghe et al does not teach notifying participants of 
the creation of a forecast, Examiner respectfully disagrees. As previously cited, paragraphs 048- 
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05 1 teach that once a forecast is generated, a manager may adjust analyze, etc. When the 
forecast is submitted to the manager, he or she is notified, in that he or she has access to the 
forecast to make any modifications. Rejections in view of Amerasinghe et al are upheld. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2 ) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 2, 6-27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Amerasinghe et 
al. (U.S. 2007/0208608). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As per claim 1, Amerasinghe et al. discloses a method in a computer system for defining 
a forecast snapshot, the method comprising: receiving an interval wherein the interval specifies a 
frequency at which forecast snapshots are generated (paragraphs 6 and 57; Table 1; Figure 3); 
receiving a specified day within the interval wherein the forecast snapshot is generated on a 
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specified day (paragraph 57; Table 1); receiving specified roles of participants wherein a 
member of the organization who is assigned one of the specified roles is included in the forecast 
snapshot (paragraphs 48 and 50; Figures 6a-6b); generating the forecast snapshot wherein the 
forecast snapshot is based on the opportunity information of the participants and the forecast 
snapshot includes the opportunity information (paragraph 50; paragraphs 54 and 55 wherein it 
states that forecasts are defined and created based on inputs including opportunities); and 
notifying the participants of the creation of a forecast snapshot (paragraphs 0048-0050 - the 
forecast series defines who may participate; the participants are notified because they are given 
the chance to run a preliminary forecast and they can make modifications or adjustments prior to 
submitting the information to his or her manager; paragraphs 048-05 1 teach that once a forecast 
is generated, a manager may adjust analyze, etc. When the forecast is submitted to the manager, 
he or she is notified, in that he or she has access to the forecast to make any modification) 

As per claim 2, Amerasinghe et al. discloses a participant of the participants updates the 
forecast snapshot in response to the alert (paragraph 048-05 1 teach that once a forecast is 
generated, a manager may adjust analyze, etc. When the forecast is submitted to the manager, he 
or she is notified, in that he or she has access to the forecast to make any modification). 

As per claim 6, Amerasinghe et al. discloses the method of claim 1 including before 
generating a forecast snapshot, ensuring correctness of a hierarchy of the participants (paragraph 
47; item 1 1 in Figures 2-3; Members of a hierarchy are defined.). 

As per claim 7, Amerasinghe et al. does not expressly disclose the method of claim 6 
including when the hierarchy of participants is not correct, notifying a user so the hierarchy can 
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be corrected. However, Examiner takes Official Notice that when data is not correct for 
generating a report such as a forecast, it was old and well known at the time of the invention to 
notify a person to correct the data. Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Amerasinghe et al. to notify a person 
when the hierarchy of participants is not correct so that the hierarchy can be corrected because 
such notification ensures data accuracy and integrity. 

As per claim 8, Amerasinghe et al. discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the 
generating includes for each participant, retrieving opportunity information for that participant 
(paragraphs 48-50); and generating forecast summaries in accordance with a hierarchy of the 
participants (paragraph 5 1). 

As per claim 9, Amerasinghe et al. discloses the method of claim 1 wherein each forecast 
snapshot is associated with a forecast period (paragraph 57). 

As per claim 10, Amerasinghe et al. discloses the method of claim 9 wherein the forecast 
period is a quarter (paragraph 57). 

As per claim 11, Amerasinghe et al. discloses the method of claim 9 including receiving 
from the user an indication of the forecast period (paragraph 57). 

As per claim 12, Amerasinghe et al. discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the forecast 
snapshot is automatically generated based on the day and interval (paragraphs 48, 58-59 and 94). 

Claims 13-27 recite subject matter similar to that already rejected above. Therefore, 
claims 13-27 are rejected on the same basis as claims 1-12 above. 



Conclusion 
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8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHNNA R. LOFTIS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6736. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brad Bayat can be reached on 571-272-6636. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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3/25/09 

/Beth V. Boswell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



